whose tall wife carried a small bag of silver and shagreen, spoke
to the coachman:

'How are you, Benson? Mr George says Captain Pendyce told
him he wouldn't be down till the nine-thirty. I suppose we'd

Like a breeze tuning through the frigid silence of a fog, a high,
clear voice was heard:

'Oh, thanks; I'll go up in the brougham/

Followed by the first footman carrying her wraps, and muffled
in a white veil, through which the Hon. Geoffrey Winlow's lei-
surely gaze caught the gleam of eyes, a lady stepped forward, and
with a backward glance vanished into the brougham. Her head
appeared again behind the swathe of gauze.

There's plenty of room, George/

George Pendyce walked quickly forward, and disappeared beside
her. There was a crunch of wheels; the brougham rolled away.

The Hon. Geoffrey Winlow raised his face again.

'Who was that, Benson?'

The coachman leaned over confidentially, holding his podgy
white-gloved hand outspread on a level with the Hon. Geoffrey's
hat.

*Mrs Jaspar Bellew, sir. Captain Bellew's lady, of the Firs/

'But I thought they weren't-----'

*No, sir; they're not, sir/

A calm rarified voice was heard from the door of the omnibus:
*Now, Geoff!'
The Hon. Geoffrey Winlow followed his wife, Mr Foxleigh, and
General Pendyce into the omnibus, and again Mrs Winlow's voice
was heard :
'Oh, do you mind my maid? Get in, Tookson!'
Mr Horace Pendyce's mansion, white and long and low, stand-
ing well within its acres, had come into the possession of his
great-great-great-grandfather through an alliance with the last of
the Worsteds. Originally a fine property let in smallish holdings to
tenants who, having no attention bestowed on them, did very well
and paid excellent rents, it was now fanned on model lines at a
slight loss. At stated intervals Mr Pendyce imported a new kind of
cow, or partridge, and built a wing to the schools. His income
was fortunately independent of this estate. He was in complete
accord with the Rector and the sanitary authorities, and not in-
frequently complained that his tenants did not stay on the land.
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